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SOME COURSE NEWS 
 
NEW GREENS STAFF MEMBERS 

 

We currently have two vacancies at the shed with Tee moving on a wee while ago and 

then Steve leaving us recently and we will have two new staff members joining us on 

Monday 9 May. 

 

Both hold turf qualifications with Brad joining us from Ngahinapouri where he was the 

sole green keeper and Kieran coming to us with a back ground in cricket wickets. 

 
 

18TH HOLE COMPLETION 

 

The Golf Committee at their April meeting decided that this is not yet ready to open as 

the grass cover is a little sparse. They will open this as soon as they are happy it will stay 

open. The patience of our members is appreciated but once it is open it will be a great 

hole and we are sure it is worth waiting for. 

 

14TH HOLE FAIRWAY BUNKER 

 

For some time now we have been persevering with repairing this bunker after every 

heavy rainfall but not any more. The cost of maintaining this is just not worth it so the 

Golf Committee has made a decision to fill this in. The sand is being removed to our 

storage area or placed in other bunkers around the course. This work has started but now 

we have been stymied by the wet weather. We need a really long fine spell. 
 

11TH HOLE 

 

We still await the completion of the concrete path from the old men‟s blue tee to the new 

men‟s blue tee and we had a meeting with Adams on 2 May 2011 and they will get this 

completed as soon as they get some better weather. 
 

9th HOLE 
 

The concrete path from the back of the 9th green crossing immediately in front of the 10th 

tee will also be finally completed by Adams once the weather has improved. We need 

several fine days in a row. 

 

 

“QUOTABLE QUOTE”   

 

Man blames fate for all other accidents, but feels personally responsible when he makes a 

hole in one. 

 

 

 



 

 

GOLF INTO THE 21ST CENTURY 

 

In our March „The Aviator‟ we reported that The Grange were in discussion with the 

airport company over acquiring some land to possibly build a new course and this was 

being taken to their AGM to see if it should proceed. Their AGM which was very well 

attended has given approval to their Board to look at all possibilities available to them. 

 

All golf clubs are facing some form of either financial difficulty or declining memberships. 

Indeed we fall into the latter category with many other clubs. 

 

Also it is considered by all authorities that New Zealand is over golfed in terms of clubs 

and this can be borne out by the close proximity of clubs e.g. Aviation, Manukau, The 

Grange and Whitford, Pakuranga, Howick just to name a few. 

 

Our Board has been concerned about this falling membership and through the Think Tank 

has corresponded with some clubs about having some discussion regarding all clubs 

futures in these torrid times. Things such as selling some clubs, creating new 

amalgamated clubs are just a few of the possibilities. 

 

We are in the early stages of discussions with several clubs as to the future of golf in the 

21st century and beyond and will clubs survive as they are run today with continued 

falling memberships. We are not in a position to part with any details of these 

discussions at this stage as they are strictly confidential. When we are in a position to do 

so we will let the members know what is happening. 

 

If any members feel they can contribute positively with their thoughts on the topic of 

“The future of golf in the 21st century” please feel free to let us know by email or speak to 

one of our Board members. We can not promise you will get a reply to your thoughts 

immediately but any constructive input is always welcome. 

 

 

HOOKS AND PULLS 

 
SPRIG BAR 
 
This will continue to open over the winter period and we are awaiting some new beer taps so that we can connect 
this to the existing system up stairs and bring all 8 beers online in the sprig bar. 
 
DB has agreed to provide the beer pouring towers and we are just awaiting the completion of the paper work for 
this. At the same time DB are going to provide a new 8 tower bar pourer for the lounge bar upstairs.  
We hear you say who is paying for all this ………….. 
 
With the exception of the tables and chairs which were purchased from raffle funds raised at the Bar all 
the other expenses have been funded by a very generous benefactor and we are very thankful for this. 
 
LOUNGE BAR 
 
There is a change planed here with the bar top being changed to cater for a new beer tower being provided by DB. 
This will be a replica of what is being installed in the sprig bar.   

 

 

“QUOTABLE QUOTE” –  
 

Golf can best be described as an endless series of tragedies obscured by the occasional 

miracle, followed by a good bottle of beer 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   

CHIPS AND SHANKS 
 

 

BOOKINGS FOR LOUNGE BAR 

 

We have the opportunity of catering for a wedding party on Saturday 4 June 2011 which is the 

Saturday of Queens birthday weekend at 4:30pm. 

 

With co-operation from the Women and the Saturday club we will take up this opportunity and 

there will be a two by two tee start on this day – 7:30am – 9:15am and 11:35am until 13:20pm. 

The Women and Saturday club will have the use of the first 2 tee start times. The second two tee 

start times will be for our members other than the Women and Saturday club. 

 

The lounge bar will be open to the members until 2:00pm when it will need to be vacated so we can 

set up for the wedding. Members will be encouraged to use the sprig bar after 2:00pm as this will 

be open for them. 

 

This will be the first time we will be putting some pressure on our refreshment systems to see how 

they stand up and we appreciate all members co-operation during this time. This does not mean we 

will be having lots of wedding parties in the future either. 

 

NEW BAR PERSON 

 

We have recruited a new barperson to fill the vacancy left by Tony’s departure and we hope you all 

introduce yourself to Meri at the first available opportunity. Meri will start here on May 4th with help 

from Lisa but will fly solo from Friday 6th May. Please be patient as she learns the ropes and gets to 

know what our regular patron’s specialty is. 

 

 

 

HOLE IN ONE – ACCOLADES 

 

3 April 2011    Dennis HARLICK   - 5 

22 April 2011           Joe TANG                  -  9 

1 May 2011    Pule OFE    - 9 

 

Congratulations go to these members. 

 
 

 
GOLF COMMITTEE 
 

The men‟s pennant teams have completed their competitions for the year with some 

mixed results. The club finals are set to be held here on Sunday 22nd May 2011 with the 

course being closed until the pennants are over.   

 

Members are welcome to join in as spectators and then have a game of golf afterwards if 

tee times are available. See the staff in the starter‟s Office to organize a time. 

 

With these finals being held here Ray has arranged some reciprocal tee times at other 

clubs so see him to enquire about tees at other clubs that are available.  

 

The women‟s pennants team continue in their competitions with the “A” pennants pulling 

out a spectacular 16/2 win over Whitford Park at Pukekohe on Monday May 2nd. Keep up 

the good work ladies – knees bent, head down etc. 

 

The Business ladies pulled of a great half in very trying conditions at The Grange recently. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PARS and BOGEYS 

A young man and a priest are playing together. At a short par-3 the priest asks, 

"What are you going to use on this hole, my son?" 

The young man says, "An 8-iron, father. How about you?" The priest says, "I'm 

going to hit a soft seven and pray." 

The young man hits his 8-iron and puts the ball on the green. The priest tops his 

7-iron and dribbles the ball out a few yards. 

The young man says, "I don't know about you, father, but when we pray in my 

church, we keep our head down." 

 

IF YOU CHANGE ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBERS, NAME, EMAIL ADDRESS OR ANY 

OTHER PERSONAL INFORMATION THAT WE REQUIRE COULD YOU PLEASE  

UPDATE THIS AT THE OFFICE, BY EMAIL TO aviation@golf.co.nz, PHONE 275-

6265 extension-1 OR IN PERSON. Thank you 

 

CLUB SPONSORS 

 
 

Sylvia Park            Sylvia Park              Sylvia Park 

                                                                                    
 
 

 

GOLD   SILVER (Tee Sponsors, etc)       BRONZE (Programme/Diary) 
 

Sylvia Park, Pak‟nSave 

 ABC Tissue Products NZ Ltd     A1 Mowers and Equipment 

   Auckland Landscape Supplies Ltd  Airport Auto Electrics Ltd 

   Balance Massage       Airport Oaks Pharmacy 

   Bank of New Zealand      Airport Pharmacy 

 DFS Galleria (Sunset swingers)     All City Aladdin 

DHL Global        Alpine Printers 

Domain Associates – Corporate     Applied Hygiene Ltd 

Advisors        Classy Sportswear       

E C Attwood Ltd       Commercial Office Equipment Ltd  

Eva Air        DB Breweries 

Glen Build Limited       Dickson – Gray Electrical Ltd   

G R Absolum Electrical Services     D K Putt Plumbing 2006 Ltd 

Hotel Grand Chancellor      Fumacare 

Jomac Construction      Glenbuild Ltd 

Korean Air        G R Absolum Electrical Services 

Main Lube        Grove Mitre 10 - Onehunga 

Maitland Engineering Ltd      Hertz New Zealand Ltd 

Pulse Energy       Holiday Inn Auckland Airport 

Quikdox Couriers       Hotel Grand Chancellor 

Thai Cargo        Jet Park Airport Hotel  

The Car Cleaning Company      J K‟S World of Golf Ltd 

mailto:aviation@golf.co.nz


Yamaha/Eagles Distributors Ltd    Lollipops Educare - Airport 

Yeoman Industries Ltd      Lynfield Chainsaws & Mowers 

         Oceanbridge Shipping  

         Omega Panelbeaters & Painters 

         Papatoetoe Cosmopolitan Club Inc  

    P I C Insurance Brokers Ltd 

    Plumbcorp Services Ltd 

             Plymouth Consulting & Publishing  

             Rentokil – Pest Control 

             R & H Engineering 

             Summerset Retirement Village–Chapel Rd 

             The Airport Doctors 

                       The Florist – Airport Retail Centre 

             The Specimen Tree Company Ltd 

             The Toby Jug Inn 

             Trophies Plus 

             Village Butchery 

             Watchdog Security Alarms Ltd 

             Wiri Automotive Electrical Ltd 

 

Members are reminded and asked to please 

support all the clubs sponsors whenever they 
can. 

 
 
 

This publication, “The Aviator”, is prepared with the intention of keeping members of Aviation Country Club informed. 

Much of the content is not necessarily the views or opinions of any club committee or Board of Management. 

Therefore this newsletter is not an official publication of Aviation Country Club of NZ Inc. 

 

 
PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL.   
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